Total synthesis of polyrhacitides A and B by use of an iterative strategy for the stereoselective synthesis of 1,3-polyol arrays.
The first total syntheses of polyrhacitides A and B, secondary metabolites from Chinese medicinal ants, were accomplished via an iterative approach to the 1,3-polyol motif. For the construction of all stereogenic centers, the catalytic asymmetric Overman esterification was utilized.